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ANDREW PALOCZI

LOCAL municipal councils representing

- relatively small populations face extra chal-
lenges in generating sufficient revenue.

Both Loddon Shire Council and the neigh-
bouring Gannawarra Shire Council are forced
to rely heavily on financial grants from other
levels of government in order to meet the
service requirements of their residents and
business operators.

Loddon Shire Council chief executive officer,
Phil Pinyon explained how much of a chal-
lenge the region’s small population presents
in that municipality.

“Our own-sourced revenue is probably only
about a third, roughly, of our overall income
and that’s in terms of rates.

. “Rates generally consist of a larger propor-
3twn of a council’s revenue than that, so we've

got quite a small rate reliance by comparison
which means we're reliant on other sources
of income.”

Mr Pinyon pointed out that Loddon was also
unable to generate funds through charges

" such as parking fees, explaining such revenue

streams can bring in millions of dollars for
some suburban councils.

He spoke of the difficulties in being “able to
maintain things to a sufficiently high stand-
ard,” given the restrictions on income.

Mr Pinyon said councils generally have far
less revenue-raising capacity than State and
Federal governments, with Federal Govern-
ment bringing in by far the most.
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This leads to a situation where councils
are unable to independently raise sufficient
revenue to fund all the services and infra-
structure requirements they are responsible
for providing in their regions.

“So, there’s that imbalance which then re-
quires a transfer of funds from those parts
of government that make the money to those
parts that spend the money, that don’t have
enough revenue raising capacity.”

He also discussed the ongoing importance
of keeping an eye out for ways to increase
efficiency.

Mr Pinyon highlighted the potential for
council to provide more efficient services to
the community through the introduction of
improved information technology.

He said that Loddon Shire Council is in-
volved in a project with a group of other
councils, working on strategies for such im-
provements.

He stressed that the objective behind intro-
ducing more efficient computer systems is not
toreduce staff, but to be able to provide better
services with the resources council has.

“Only about 40 per cent of our income comes
from rating revenue,” Gannawarra Shire
Couneil chief exgm.ltwe officer, Tom O’Reilly
said. :

“We are a grant dependent council. If we
didn’t receive grants there'd be a major por-

Shooting incident charges

A MINCHA man has been released on bail
after being arrested over an early-morn-
ing incident at his property last week,
A woman, aged 21, was admitted to hospital |

with non life-threatening injuries.

See JENNY DENTON'S report on Page 2
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tion of our capital works program we wouldn’t
be able to deliver.

“Half of our operating services we wouldn’t
be able to deliver.

“That’s a fact of life with small rural councils
across Victoria, with very large land areas
and very small populations relative to them.”

Mr O'Reilly gave the example of the pro-
posed Quambatook sustainable recreational
water project, referred to in the council’s draft
budget document for 2019-20.

He explained the $610,000 project will only
proceed if grant funding for half that sum can
be obtained, matching the figure council is
prepared to contribute.

For that proposed project, he said the council
will seek funding through either The Regional
Growth Fund, or Building Better Regions
Fund, both of which are federal funding
schemes.

Success in obtaining the required funding is
far from certain, with the application process
a highly competitive one.

Mr O'Reilly made a submission to the Par-
liament of Victoria’s Environment, Natural
Resources and Regional Development Com-
mittee, to assist that body with its inquiry into
the sustainability and operational challenges
of Victoria’s rural and regional couneils.

The resultant final report was submitted
to the Victorian State Parliament in March
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2018.
The bipartisan committee put forward 14
recommendations in the report,

“Adem Somyurek (Victorian Minister for
Local Government) said ‘We will be respond-
ing to each of those 14 recommendations.

“One of the recommendations was for a rat-
ing review,” Mr O'Reilly said.

“But the key one was that the State Gov-
ernment establish a new grants program

< designed to assist small rural councils.”

However, as committee chair, Josh Bull out-
lined in his foreword to the report, increased
funding for councils facing revenue-raising
challenges is only part of the equation.

“There is a need to increase grants to certain
councils, especially the rural councils with
smaller populations.

“At the same time, councils’ costs need to
be brought down. There needs to be a recon-
sideration of which responsibilities councils
should be required to undertake.

“There needs to be support for councils to
identify and implemeut efficiencies.”

Not all cost cutting measures result in
improved efficiency as demonstrated by a
comment made’ % O'Reilly to the report
compnittee, in his then capacity as director
of corporate services for Gannawarra Shire
Couneil.

“Over the last two years there has been a re-
duction in staffnumbers, and I would contend
that we are running on the bare minimum in
terms of staffing resources and our capacity to
deal with the administrative burden.”

Your say on
trespassing

DISTRICT residents are being encour-
aged to have their say to help fix farm tres-
pass laws, with a parliamentary inquiry in-
to the issue now taking public submissions.

The Member for Murray Plains, Peter
Walsh said that the inquiry will help de-
termine the best ways to strengthen laws
to protect Victorian farmers against farm
trespass, following the alarming action of
brazen extreme activists who have been
i]legla‘tlly entering farms and stealing live-
stock.

“Farmers deserve laws that protect them
against activists illegally coming on to
their farms and stealing livestock,” Mr
Walsh said.

“It’s clear the laws need fixing when law-
breaking activists get fines of just $1 - it's
just a slap on the wrist that only embold-
ens illegal activists, instead of deterring
them.”

Visit www.parliament.vic.gov.au/eic-lc/
article/4187 for detail on how to have your
say.

Written submissions will be accepted
until August 2. The inquiry will deliver its
final report by November 28.
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Barbecue lunch from 12 noon

Come in for a cuppa and
stay for a beer!

Rodwells

53 - 55 McMillans Road, Boort.
Phone: 5455 2002

Matching feed to
livestock goals
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AGRICULTURE Victoria is inviting live-
stock producers to a livestock feeding work-
shop on Thursday, June 27 at the Wedder-
burn Golf Club from 1.30pm to 4.30pm.

The workshop will be conducted by rumi-
nant nutritionist, cattle veterinarian/con-
sultant and beef producer, Dr Paul Cusack.

cluding major studies into bovine respira-
tory disease, and is regarded as a leading
expert in the field.

Workshop topics include: making the
most out of green feed, are mixed crops the
best option for grazing?, getting more from
grazing cereals, when to feed what to get
the most out of your livestock, and more.

Afternoon tea will be provided at the
workshop, please RSVP for catering pur-
poses by 25 June via Eventbrite at https:/
bit.ly/2wJPmV1

If you are unable to register online or
would like more information, please con-
tact Agriculture Victoria land manage-
ment extension officer, Darryl Pearl on
0417 432 711, Darryl.Pearl@ecodev.vic.
gov.au or mixed farming development of-
ficer, Rachel Coombes on 0436 001 258,
Rachel.Coombes@ecodev.vic.gov.au

Works update

Works to replace the Murphy Creek
bridge at Woodstock Road are currently
under way. The replacement bridge will
ensure that the road and bridge has ad-
equate capacity to incorporate all classes

of heavy vehicles.

Please note that the bridge remains
closed while replacement works continue.
It is expected the bridge will be closed
until mid-July.

The works have been made possible
through funding of $350,000 from the
Commonwealth’s Bridges Renewal Pro-
gram — this funding has been matched by
council.

In other works news, culvert and con-
crete works for the replacement of Con-
nors Road bridge are complete, with road-
works on the project to be finished over the
coming weeks. Works for the construction
and installation of culverts and crossings
on Mologa-Durham Ox Road and Hudson
Lane are expected to be complete by the
end of this week.

The stormwater drainage upgrade at
Verdon Street in Inglewood is in its final
stages, with paving expected to be finished
(and the project completed) by the end of
June.

Drainage works at Sugargum Drive in
Bridgewater are currently under way and
are anticipated to be completed by mid-July.

Footpath works are continuing with crews
now moving on to Bridgewater and Wed-
derburn. The works involve the construction
of concrete footpaths and other associated
improvements, providing an all-weather
footpath and improved connectivity and
safety for pedestrians.

In total, 729 metres of footpath will be
constructed, with works taking place in
Wedderburn, Boort, Newbridge, Bridgewa-
ter and Mitiamo.

In terms of the grading program, from
April 1 this year to the start of June, 262
kilometres of gravel roads have been in-
spected with 100 kilometres of them requir-
ing grading.

Seek advice

Agriculture Victoria is reminding farm
business owners to seek assistance from
their accountant or professional adviser
and/or speak with the Australian Tax Office
about preparing their business for the end
of the financial year.

Seek financial advice and assistance prior
to June 30.

Each farmer will have their own indi-
vidual and business circumstances and it
is important to seek advice to discuss their
best options especially in times of drought
and dry seasonal conditions. y

Service and support is also available from
the Rural Financial Counselling Service.
You can call Rural Financial Counselling
Service — North West on 1300 769 489 or
(03) 5022 0799.

Waste Info App

It has been quite a while since I have
mentioned the Loddon Mallee Waste Info
App, and given the focus in recent columns
around waste and recycling, I thought it was
worth a reminder.

This free app has been developed to help
Loddon Shire residents make quick and
simple waste and recycling decisions, while
aiming to reduce contamination and in-
crease recycling levels.

The app provides you with a personalised
bin collection calendar (with optional re-
minders) and an A to Z list of materials and
images showing which bin to put materials
in. It also offers information, hints and tips
to help with waste management, provides
details about Council’s waste and recycling
services and facilities (including contact
details, opening times and maps), and lets
you report a problem directly to Council.

The app even has push notifications to
let you know of changes to collection dates,
events and programs.

The app is available through the App Store
or Google Play. Just search for “Loddon Mal-
lee Waste” and download on your device.

Did you know?
cording to the Loddon Mallee Waste and
Résource Recovery Group, recovering old
electronics instead of throwing them in the
bin means valuable materials can be reused
to produce new items.

To help recover more of these materials,
the Victorian Government is introducing
a ban on e-waste in any bin or landfill site
starting July 1, 2019. To find out more go to
http://ewaste.vic.gov.au
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Man arrested over
shooting incident

JENNY DENTON

A MINCHA man feared for his life when he
shot a woman in an early-morning incident,
according to his son.

A 21-year-old woman from Epsom in Ben-
digo was taken to Bendigo Health with non-
life threatening injuries after being shot in
thgdback at around 3.30am on Tuesday, police
said.

Bendigo Magistrates’ Court was told on
Wednesday that the man allegedly shot the
woman with a .223 semi-automatic assault
rifle because he believed that he was being
robbed.

Abdul Elraoui, 69, was arrested by police at
the scene and later charged with a number of
offences, including reckless conduct endan-
gering life, intentionally causing injury and
being a prohibited person using a firearm.

He was released on bail on the condition
that he reside with his son at Sunshine. He
will appear again at Bendigo for a committal
mention on October 2.

Mr Elraoui’s son, Neza, said the victim of
the shooting was among a group of people who
had broken into his father’s Mincha-Canary
Island Road property, which had already been
burgled three times in the last month.

His father is a collector or “hoarder”, who
had been targeted by thieves most recently
just a week before, with the burglars on
each occasion spending up to an hour going
through his things, he said.

“There’s a lot of stuff in there. They were

ing everything they
saws, anything they

picking through and pin:
could - power tools, chai
could,” said Neza.

In one of the break-ins Mr Elraoui’s dog, a
kelpie, had gone missing, presumed stolen.

Neza said his father called him at around
3.40am, after the shooting occurred.

“He’s woken up to some noises because he'’s
been on edge for the last month. He's looked
out the window and seen two or three cars and
a group of people on the property.

“The gate was padlocked and it had been
cut open and there was a group of people at
3.30am inside his property. He's been in fear
for his life. He’s an elderly man. He's very old
and fragile.”

According to Neza, his father intended to
scare the intruders not to shoot them.

After he fired three or four shots, the group
took off in their cars, and one of them
crashed into the fence of the property op-
posite, he said.

The woman who was injured and two
male companions then took refuge in the
neighbour’s house, where they stayed until
police instructed the neighbour to drive them
to a nearby location, on Findlays Road, from
where the woman was taken to an ambulance.

The two men who had been with her were
at Findlays Road with police for several hours
on Tuesday morning and were assisting them
with their inquiries, but had not been charged,
police said.

Two neighbours confirmed that Mr Elraoui
had been experiencing break-ins



